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Reading Comprehension

Directions:

B FEGE\ (A3 RLE, §F

Read the following thrée texts. Answer the questions below each text by choosing A, B, C or

D. Mark'your answers.
Passage 1
The Daily Inquirer
October 8

Book Review of Anne Narazaki’s

New Century, New Business

Reviewed by John Gilliam

Anne Narazaki’s recent book, New Century, New Business, seeks to examine the new

technologies that are critical for global business and how they affect today’s corporate transactions.

Ms. Narazaki argues that while economic transactions of one kind or another have taken place for

thousands of years, the impact of changing technology on business has become obvious only
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recently. In fact, as new technologies have grown more prevalent, Ms. Narazaki observes,
international businesses have increased in size and number. At the same time, the time required to
conduct each business transaction has decreased.

Mr. Narazaki illustrates her observations with detailed examples of recent business transactions.
Citing the merger of Poynter Technologies and Carce Company, which created the largest
financial services company in the world, Ms. Narazaki explains the effect technology has on the
valuation of a company, on communication between the managements of different companies, and
on stock and funds trading.

Those of us who take an interest in the interaction between business and technology will find Ms.
Narazaki’s ideas persuasive. The view that business cannot survive without keeping up with new

technology has become today’s corporate reality.

To: Anne Narazaki Date: October 13

From: Lily Oguro

Dear Anne,

I know we haven’t spoken since our days working together at the Rosence Company in Sydney,
but I’'m writing to congratulate you on the publication of your first book! I happened to read the
Daily Inquirer on October 8 and was pleased and surprised to come across John Gilliam’s article.
You must be thrilled at getting such a great review.

It seems like ages ago we worked together in Sydney. Do you remember our office? No
computers, no internet, and three phones for twenty employees. Times and businesses certainly
have changed. Judging by what I have read in your book so far, | thoroughly agree with your
insightful and engaging assessment of technology and business.

Are you still living in London? I’ll be making a business trip there next month. (I’'m with Rotaro
incorporated now). And it would be nice to see you. In any event, | am really looking forward to
finishing your book.

Sincerely yours,

Lily Oguro

1. In the article, the word “critical” in paragraph 1, line 4 is closest in meaning to ( )
A.growing

B.sensitive

C.disapproving

D.Important
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2. According to the article, why is the merger of Poynter Technologies and Carce Company
mentioned in the book? ( )

A.To point out the legal issues raised by new technologies

B.To show how the world’s largest computer technology firm was created
C.To indicate that large companies have advantages in the marketplace
D.To illustrate the impact technology has on transactions

3. What can be inferred about John Gilliam from his review? ( )
A.He specializes in articles focusing on history.

B.He agrees with the ideas presented in the book

C.He hopes technology will become less important to business

D.He is training to work in corporate mergers.

4. Why did Ms. Oguro write an e-mail to Ms. Narazaki? ( )

A.To offer her a job

B.To compliment her on her new book

C.To invite her to visit Sydney

D.To request advice on writing books

5. What does Ms. Oguro indicate about New Century, New Business? ( )
A.It is Anne Narazaki’s first book.

B.It is published by Rotaro incorporated

C.John Gilliam helped write a section of it

D.Anne Narazaki wrote it at Poynter Technologies

Passage 2

Questions 6-10 refer to the following e-mail and schedule.

To: Technical Support Team

Sanchez, Hanna

From:
Wednesday, July 10
Sent:
) Business Technologies Seminar
Subject:

This message is to finalize the organizational details for the technical support team for next
Monday’s Business Technologies Seminar. Attached you will find the schedule with the names of

technical assigned to the various conference rooms.
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Each session runs for two hours and made up of four 30-minute presentations. Presenters have

been asked to designate a timekeeper to ensure that they do not exceed their time limits. Note that
there is a break between each session, which should allow you sufficient time to prepare for the
next speaker.

Your job is to set up microphones adjust lighting, and address any other needs of the speakers.
Speakers will not be videotaped, but several have to be recorded, so please be sure the recording
equipment is in place and functioning properly. Also, room 106 does not have a computer on-site,
but the presentation in the third session will require one. Fortunately, this is not a big problem
because neither of the laptop computers in rooms 104 and 108 will be in use at that time. The
technician assigned to room 106 for that session must remember to bring the laptop from one of
those other rooms to room 106 and set it up.

If you have any questions, feel free to contract me.

Henna Sanchez
Technical Support for Presentation Sessions
1st session 8:45 Adam Narozny Julia Kovacs Jim Dawkins
Morning break  10:45-11:00
2nd session 11:00 Maria Faustini Julia Kovacs Jim Dawkins
Lunch break 1:00-2:00
3rd session 2:00 Adam Narozny Julia Kovacs Maria Faustini

Afternoon break 4:00-4:15  Julia Kovacs Adam Narozny Maria Faustini

6. What is the purpose of the e-mail? ( )

A.To change a policy

B.To inquire about a problem

C.To give instructions

D.To correct an error

7. In the e-mail, the word “address” in paragraph 3, line 1, is closest in meaning to ( )
A.give attention to

B.write to

C.look forward to

D.call by name

8. What will the technical support team NOT do? ( )
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A.Record speakers

B.Videotape presentations

C.Check sound equipment

D.Adjust lighting

9. What problem does Hanna Sanchez mention? ( )
A.The technicians do not have enough time between sessions
B.One of the rooms is not fully equipped for the presentations
C.One of the presentations will need to be rescheduled
D.The lighting in room 106 does not work properly

10. Who will need to move a laptop computer? ( )
A.Adam Naraozny

B.Maria Faustini

C.Jim Dawkins

D.Hanna Sanchez

Passage 3

Ranch. It was near Los Angeles in California. A few years later Hollywood was one of the famous
places in the world. At the beginning of the 20th century there was a big farm called Hollywood.
From the 1910's to the 1950's, Hollywood was the film center of the world.

Every family knew the names of its film stars — Charlie Chaplin, Greta Garbo, Bergman and hun
dreds more.

The reason why people went to Hollywood to make films was the sun. At first, people made films
in New York on the east coast of the United States.But then they heard about Los Angeles, where t
here are 350 days of the sun every year. As they made all the films by sunlight, the west coast was
a much better place to work. Also near Hollywood you can find mountains and sea and desert. Th
ey did not have to travel far to make any kind of film.

When TV became popular, Hollywood started making films for television. Then in the 1970's they
discovered people still went to the cinema to see big expensive films. Nowadays they are still ma
king films in Hollywood and people see them all over the world.

11. Hollywood used to be a ( ).

A.cinema

B.big farm

C.park

D.Market

12. In the 1910's Hollywood became a ( ).

A.famous theatre

B.good place to have holidays
23
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C.film center

D.home for stars

13. Who was not mentioned as a film star in the passage ( )
A.Charlie Chaplin

B.Marily Monroe

C.Bergman

D.Greta Garbo

14. People went to Hollywood to make films because ( ).

A.it was a beautiful place

B.they could find many film stars

C.there was a lot of sunlight there

D.it was a famous place

15. Which statement is true? ( )

A.The west coast was a better place to make films.

B.There are no mountains near Hollywood.

C.People no longer went to the cinema after television became popular.
D.Hollywood began to make films for television after the First World War.
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FBH: BE (A3 ELE, BF
5 &, It 151E:8%)

1. D [f@#r]Y “critical"—in HELE"...... examine the new technologies that are critical for global
business......"XAJiEH, SR, Ul FHRHEOR A ERE A EE . o
PL, @ IEE SN Do

2.D [f#MTY R SCER —BAH RN : ... Ms. Narazaki explains the effect technology has on
the valuation of a company, on communication...... AU HIEE S, AL By CAERCHY
RIEH.

3.B [t HIE O —B: ... Ms. Narazaki's ideas persuasive. The view that business
cannot survive without keeping up with new technology has become today's corporate reality. 7] LA
HEWTH , John Gilliam %1% Reviews H 4 J& (U0 s & 3R 7 88 [ 10 o B AAS LT IER 2 28 B
4. B gt YRR — B L. but I'm writing to congratulate you on the publication of your
first book.1X #1) i 5t AT LATSHH L A 52 .

5. ALfEHTY...... to congratulate you on the publication of your first book. #t3 #: New Century,
New Business X 4<+37& Anne Narazaki {155 — 415, B. D WIUAREMJE 1S3, C Gl
%, KJyJohn Gilliam N2 NXAHE | Reviews. FrLAAEE RN A.

6. C [AEAT Y M4 55 — BB 5): This message is to finalize the organizational details for...... 5
T, XU RN T 5835 5% T RDE 28 4T AT 2 A AR S< B M B2 HE A R BR Al 5
Mo FLA, ABR)IEFZ RN N Co

7. A [N Y S5 &R BT, A ETE B 5 Address"— T 7E 1% A) 1 i & BB, Heik
TR ANRE o

8. B [t MF e =Bt 58 —4J: Speakers will not be videotaped 7] L3 H IEFI & % .
9. B [f##T]) s /5—EBt: room 106 does not have a computer on-site, but the presentation in the
third session will require one...... \] U/FHIEAZE S, A, C. D =/NEIEE SCH I ARE M.
10. A [f@dTY  E e S 2, "3 T3 rik" i #8732 th BLALE third session, i
Technical Support for Presentation Sessions 43 A LA#3%0, £ 57 third session fFIFAR N 722
Adam Naraozny, Frbh, A@EP)IERZZEE A

11. B [f#nT ] MR4E2E— B

“At the beginning of the 20th century there was a big farm called Hollywood.” 7] %1, #f3i€3 f% 5.
IR Y . T LA 31k B
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12. C [f#HT) HE4E“...1910's to the 1950's, Hollywood was the film center of the world. 7] %1,
M 1910 FETFARLF IS AR T RSO

13. B [fifttr] SCE5 — BHR B A4 45 “Charlie Chaplin. Greta Garbo. Bergman”, 7% B
I, Fr LA RIE B

14. C #7126 =Bt “The reason why people went to Hollywood to make films was the sun. ”
AL AT BRI a2 RO IS BB e 7e ke . BT A 2Rk C.

15. A [Agtr Y AR 4 55 DY B

“As they made all the films by sunlight, the west coast was a much better place to work. RJ %13

WA & IERE 5.
X
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