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1.1 you, but I didn't think you would listen to me.
A.could have told
B.must have told
C.should tell
D.might tell
2. This problem may lead to more serious ones if ' unsolved.
A.making
B.remained
C.keeping
D.left
3. --I'll help you whenever you need me:
--1 would love
A.you helping
B.that 'you'll help
C.you to help
D.that you help
4.1 have nodreams ___ to have a happy life.
Arather than
B.more than
C.other than
D.less than
5. --You know Mr. Green has been ill for days?
--Yes, | wonder if heis ___ better now.
A.some

B.much
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C.any
D.no

6.$100 a month could hardly ____the cost of his life in such a big city in this country.
A.spend

B.take

C.cover

D.meet

7. Working in the kitchen for years made Tom ____a good cook.

A for

B.into

C.of

D.as

8. She was such a proud person that she would die _ she would admit she was wrong:.
A.rather than

B.until

C.after

D.before

9. The professor walked onto the platform and seated himself in a chair, ____ for answering
guestions.

A.had prepared B.being prepare

C.preparing D.prepared

10.--Are you through with:your homework?

-Well, .

A.sort of

B.go ahead

C.why not

D.that's OK

11.--What field will your sen go into after graduation from Nanjing University?

--I'm not quite-certain, buthe __ a good teacher of English.

A.promises

B.becomes

C.makes

D.proves

12.My mother is always warning me when I go out, “Don't get off the bus it is stopping.”
A.until

B.before
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C.while

D.after

13.The dance performed by the disabled actors is really a hit, but years ago no one _____ they were

to achieve such great success.

A.must have imagined

B.could have imagined

C.should have imagined

D.would have imagined

14.The young lady prefers dressing up for apartyto by others.
A.be noticed

B.being noticed

C.having been noticed

D.have been noticed

15.Before the war broke out, many people ____ possessions they could not take with them.
A.threw away

B.put away

C.gave away

D.carried away

16._ the pressure from work, teachers have to deal with psychological problems caused by
interpersonal relationship.

A.As far as

B.As long as

C.As well as

D.As soon as

17.--1 hear your aunt likes travel, music; clothes and fine food.
--Oh, yeah, and music may.have been __ of her tastes.

A .the rather more respectable

B.much the most respectable

C.very the most respectable

D.even more respectable one

18.__ children tend to prefer sweets to meat.

A.The most

B.Most

C.Most of

D.The most of the

19.--He looks very hot and dry.

3
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--So ____if you had a temperature of 103.

A.would you

B.will you

C.would you have been

D.do you

20.In 1927 Benjamin Franklin founded one of the first adult-education organizations, _ the
Junto.

A has been called

B.to call

C.agroup called

D.which group called

21.The car _____at the present speed until it reaches the foot of the' mountain-at about nine o'clock
tonight.

A.went

B.is going

C.goes

D.will be going

22.--You didn't invite Mary to the ball?

-~ her, too?

A.Must | invite

B.Should I have invited

C.Must I have invited

D.Should I invite

23.The number 9. 11 is a'special number, __~ , I think, that will be remembered by the Americans
forever.

A.what

B.it

C.which

D.one

24.Will you seeto ___that my birds are looked after well while I'm away?

A.them

B.yourself

C.it

D.me

25.Many teens don't get enough sleep because they have too much homework, which __ them
up at night.

4
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A.makes

B.breaks

C.turns

D.keeps

26.--Mrs Lin looks rather a kind lady.

--But in fact she is cold and hard on us. You ____ believe it!
A.shouldn't

B.wouldn't

C.mustn't

D.needn't

27.The program is like a window on the world you sit by it and fix your attention on what it

shows.
A.if
B.as
C.while

D.unless

28. the search engine just gave me somebrief introductions rather than the whole content of

the book to read.
A.Luckily
B.Mostly
C.Funnily
D.Disappointingly

29.--Did you know any French before you-arrived in Washington?

--Never . it, actually.

A had l.learned

B.have | learned

C.l learned

D.was | learning

30. I don't remember to the airport that year.
A.to be taken

B.being taken

C.having

D.to take

31. --How much vinegar did you put in the soup?
--I'msorry to say, . I forget.

A.no
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B.no one

C.nothing

D.none

32. He is only too ready to help others, seldom, ____, refusing them when they turn to him.
A.if never

B.if ever

C.if not

D.if any

33. --What should | wear to attend his wedding party?

--Dress ____you like.

A.what

B.however

C.whatever

D.how

34. --The research on the new bird flu virus vaccine is challenging and demanding. Who do you
think can do the job?

--____my students have a try?

A.Shall

B.Must

C.will

D.May

35. I'd like to live somewhere _~  the sunsshines all.year long.
A.which

B.that

C.where

D.in which

36.1___ togo for awalk, but someone called and | couldn't get away.
A.was planning

B.planned

C.had planned

D.would plan

37. --Your book, Tommy?

--No, Mom, it's my friend's.

--Remember toreturnitto  nameisonit.

A.what

B.which
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C.whose

D.whosever

38. Thank you for sending us fresh vegetables of many kinds. You have done us a

great service.

AANIE; a

B.the; a

CAH: A

D.the; A3

39. Now that we _____all the money, it's no use turning on me and saying it's all my fault.
A. had lost

B.lost

C.have lost

D.lose

40. We had a really bad time about six months ago but now things are .
A. looking up

B.coming up

C.making up

D.turning up

41. --When did it begin to snow?

--Itstarted ____ the night.

A.during

B.by

C.from

D.at

42. Young as he is, David has.gained . rich experience in ____ society.
A the; the

B.a; N

C AN A

D AH: the

43. from endless homework on weekends, the students now find their own activities, such as

taking a ride together to watch the sunwise.
A Freed

B.Freeing

C.To free

D.Having freed

44. --So you missed the meeting.
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-- .l got there five minutes before it finished.
A.Not at all

B.Not exactly

C.Not especially

D.Not really

45. --Do you mind if | smoke?

A.Why not?

B.Yes, help yourself

C.Go ahead

D.Yes, but you'd better not

46. --We must thank you for taking the trouble to cook us a meal.

A.With pleasure

B.It doesn't matter

C.It was no trouble at all

D.By all means

47. __ the temperature might drop, coal was prepared for warming.
A.To consider

B.Considered

C.Considering

D.To be considered

48. --Tom, you are caught late again.

-Oh, .

A.not at-all

B.just my luck

C.never mind

D.that's all right

49. --What do.you think of the concert?

--1 really enjoy it. | didn't expect it was _____ wonderful.
A.as

B.more

C.most

D.very

50. The engineers made two big plans for the dam, ___ was never put in force.

A.one of them
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B.which
C.one of which
D.every one of which

—. g

Reading Comprehension

Directions:

Read the following ten texts. Answer the questions below each text by choosing A, B, C or D.
Mark your answers.

Passage 1

Questions 51 to 55 are based on the following passage.

A recent global survey of 2000 high-net-worth individuals found that 60% were not planning
on a traditional retirement. Among US participants, 75% expected<to continue working in some
capacity even after stepping away from full-time jobs. "Many of these people‘made their wealth
by doing something they're passionate (5 #1#% ) about." says Daniel Egan, head of behavioral
finance for Barclays Wealth Americas. "Given the choice, they prefer to continue working."
Barclays calls these people "nevertirees."”

Unlike many Americans compelled into™ early retirement by company restrictions, the
average nevertirees often has no one forcing his hand. If 106-year-old investor Irving Kahn, head
of his own family firm, wants'to Keep coming to work every day. who's going to stop him?
Seventy-eight-year-old Supreme Court Justice Ruth-Bader Ginsburg's job security is guaranteed in
the Constitution.

It may seem that these elderly people“are trying to cheat death. In fact, they are. And it's
working. Howard Friedman, a professor at JC Riverside, found in his research that those who
work hardest and are successful in their careers often live the longest lives. "People are generally
being given bad advice to slow down, take it easy, stop worrying, and retire to Florida," he says.
He described one study.participant, still working at the age of 100, who was recently disappointed
to see his son retire;

"We're beginning to see a change in how people view retirement,” says George Leeson,
co-director of the Institute of Population Ageing at Oxford. Where once retirement was seen as a
brief reward after a long struggle through some miserable job, it is now akin (T fLl) to being cast
aside. What Leeson terms “the Warren Buffett effect” is becoming more broadly appealing as
individuals come to "view retirement as not simply being linked to economic productivity but also
about contribution.”

Observers are split on whether this is a wholly good thing. On the one hand, companies and

financial firms can benefit from the wisdom of a resilient("%#71f#]) chief. On the other, the new
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generation can find it more difficult to advance-an argument that typically holds little sway to a
nevertiree.
51. What do we learn about the so-called "nevertirees" ?
A.They are passionate about making a fortune.
B.They have no choice but to continue working.
C.They love what they do and choose not to retire.
D.They will not retire unless they are compelled to.
52. What do Irving Kahn and Ruth Bader Ginsburg have in common?
A.Neither of them is subject to forced retirement.
B.Neither of them desires reward for their work.
C.Both cling to their positions despite opposition.
D.Both are capable of coping with heavy workloads.
53. What is the finding of Howard Friedman's research?
A.The harder you work, the bigger your fortune will be.
B.The earlier you retire, the healthier you will be.
C.Elderly people have to slow down to live longer.
D.Working at an advanced age lengthens people's life.
54. What is the traditional view of retirement according to the passage?
A.It means a burden to the younger‘generation.
B.It is a symbol of a mature and civilized society.
C.It is a compensation for.one's life-long.hard Work.
D.It helps increase a nation's economic productivity.
55. What do critics say about "nevertirees"?
A.They are an obstacle to.a company's development,
B.They lack the creativity of the younger generation.
C.They cannot workas efficiently as they used to.
D.They prevent young people from getting ahead.
Passage 2
Questions 56.t0 60 are based on the following passage
When we talk about Americans barely into adulthood who are saddled with unbearable levels
of debt, the conversation is almost always about student loan debt. But there's a growing body of
evidence suggesting that today's young adults are also drowning in credit-card debt and that many
of them will take this debt to their graves.
More than 20% overspent their income by more than $100 every single month. Since they
haven't built up their credit histories yet, it's a safe bet that these young adults are paying relatively

high interest rates on the resulting credit card debt.
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Although many young people blame "socializing" as a barrier to saving money, most of them
aren't knocking back $20 drinks in trendy (K i 1#7) lounges. They're struggling with much more
daily financial demands.

To a disturbingly large extent, the young and the broke are relying on credit cards to make it
until their next payday. This obviously isn't sustainable in the long run. and it's going to put a huge
drag on their spending power even after they reach their peak earning years, because they'll still be
paying interest on that bottle of orange juice or box of spaghetti (7 =i 4%) they bought a decade
earlier.

A new study out of Ohio State University found that young adults are.accumulating credit
card debt at a more rapid rate than other age groups, and that they're'slower at paying it off. "If
what we found continues to hold true, we may have more elderly people with substantial financial
problems in the future," warns Lucia Dunn, professor of economics at Ohio State:™"'If our findings
persist, we may be faced with a financial crisis among elderly people who can't pay off their credit
cards."

Dunn says a lot of these young people are never going to get out from under their credit card
debt. "Many people are borrowing on credit cards so _heavily that payoff rates at these levels are
not sufficient to recover their credit card debt by the-end of their life, which could have loss
implications for the credit card issuing'banks."

56. Wilt is the main idea of the first' paragraph?

A.Many young Americans will'never be able to pay off their debts.

B.Credit cards play an increasingly important role in.college life.

C.Credit cards are doing more harm than.student loans.

D.The American credit card system is under criticism.

57. Why do-young-people have to pay a higher interest on their credit card debt?

A.They tend to forget about the.deadlines.

B.They haven't developed a‘credit history.

C.They are often unable to pay back in time.

D.They are inexperienced in managing money.

58. What is said to be the consequence of young adults relying on credit cards to make ends meet?
A1t will place an unnecessary burden on society.

B.It will give them no motivation to work hard.

C.It will exert psychological pressure on them.

D.It will affect their future spending power.

59. What will happen to young adults if their credit card debt keeps accumulating according to
Lucia Dunn?

A.They will have to pay an increasingly higher interest rate.
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B.They may experience a financial crisis in their old age.

C.Their quality of life will be affected.

D.Their credit cards may be can celled.

60. What does Lucia Dunn think might be a risk for the credit card issuing banks?
A.They go bankrupt as a result of over-lending.

B.They lose large numbers of their regular clients.

C.Their clients leave their debts unpaid upon death.

D.Their interest rates have to be reduced now and then.

Passage 3

Questions 61 to 65 are based on the following passage.

The rise of the Internet has been one of the most transformative developments in human
history, comparable in impact to the invention of the printing press and the telegraph. Over two
billion people worldwide now have access to vastly more information than.ever before; and can
communicate with each other instantly, often using Web-connected mobile devices they carry
everywhere. But the Internet's tremendous impact has only just begun.

"Mass adoption of the Internet is driving-one of the most exciting social, cultural, and
political transformations in history, and unlike earlier periods/of change, this time the effects are
fully global," Schmidt and Cohen writé in theirnew-book; The New Digital Age.

Perhaps the most profound changes will come when the five billion people worldwide who
currently lack Internet access’get .online. The authors do an excellent job of examining the
implications of the Internet revolution for-individuals, governments, and institutions like the news
media. But the book has one major shortcoming, it's that the authors don't spend enough time
applying a critical eye to the role of Internet businesses in these sweeping changes.

In their book,the authors provide the most authoritative volume to date that describes--and
more importantly predicts--how the Internet will shape our lives in the coming decades. They
paint a picture of a'world.ih which individuals, companies, institutions, and governments must
deal with two realities, one physical, and one virtual.

At the core of the book is the idea that" technology is neutral, but people aren't. "By using
this concept as a starting point, the authors aim to move beyond the now familiar optimist vs.
pessimist dichotomy(X 370 £ )that has characterized many recent debates about whether the rise
of the Internet will ultimately be good or bad for society. In an interview with TIME earlier this
week, Cohen said although he and his co-author are optimistic about many aspects of the Internet,
they're also realistic about the risks and dangers that lie ahead when the next five billion people
come online, particularly with respect to personal privacy and state surveillance({:#1).

61. In what way is the rise of the Internet similar to the invention of the printing press and the

telegraph?
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A.It transforms human history.

B.It facilitates daily communication.

C.lt is adopted by all humanity.

D.It revolutionizes people's thinking.

62. How do Schmidt and Cohen describe the effects of the Internet?
A.They are immeasurable.

B.They are worldwide.

C.They are unpredictable.

D.They are contaminating.

63. In what respect is the book The New Digital Age considered inadequate?
A.lt fails to recognize the impact of the Internet technology.

B.It fails to look into the social implications of the Internet.

C.It lacks an objective evaluation of the role of Internet businesses.
D.It does not address the technical aspects of Internet communication.
64. What will the future be like when everybody gets online?
A.People will be living in two different realities.

B.People will have equal access to information.

C.People don't have to travel to see the world.

D.People don't have to communicate face to face.

65. What does the passage say.about the authors.of The New Digital Age?
A.They leave many questions unanswered-concerning the Internet.
B.They are optimistic about the future of the Internet.revolution.
C.They have explored the unknown territories of the virtual world.
D.They don't take sides in.analyzing the effects of the Internet.
Passage 4

Questions 66 to 70-are based on the following passage.

In 1950, a young man would have found it much easier than it is today to get and keep a job
in the auto industry. And in that year the average autoworker could meet monthly mortgage(#&4#
T )payments on an average home with just 13.4 percent of his take-home pay. Today a similar
mortgage would claim more than twice that share of his monthly earnings.

Other members of the autoworker's family, however, might be less inclined to trade the
present for the past. His retired parents would certainly have had less economic security back then.
Throughout much of the 1960s, more than a quarter of men and women age 65 and older lived

below the poverty level, compared to less than 10 percent in 2010.
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In most states, his wife could not have taken out a loan or a credit card in her own name. In
42 states, a homemaker had no legal claim on the earnings of her husband. And nowhere did a
wife have legal protection against family violence.

Most black workers would not want to return to a time when, on average, they earned 40
percent less than their white counterparts(HRAZAHXT (¥ N), while racially restrictive agreements
largely prevented them from buying into the suburban neighborhoods being built for white
working-class families.

Today, new problems have emerged in the process of resolving old ones, but the solution is
not to go back to the past. Some people may long for an era when divorce was still hard to come
by. The spread of no-fault divorce has reduced the bargaining power of whichever spouse is more
interested in continuing the relationship. And the breakup of such marriages has caused pain for
many families.

The growing diversity of family life comes with new possibilities as well as new challenges.
According to a recent poll, more than 80 percent of Americans believe that their current family is
as close as the one in which they grew up, or closer. Finding ways to improve the lives of the
remaining 20 percent seems more realistic than trying to restore-an imaginary golden age.

66. What do we learn about American autoworkers in 1950?
A.They had less job security than they'do today.

B.It was not too difficult for them to buy a house.

C.Their earnings were worth twice as much as today.
D.They were better off than workers in other industries.

67. What does the author say about retired-people today?
A.They invariably long to return to the golden past.

B.They do not depend so'much on social welfare.
C.They.feel more secure‘economically than in the past.
D.They are usually:unwilling to live with their children.

68. Why couldn't black-workers buy a house in a white suburban neighborhood?
A.They lacked the.means of transportation.

B.They were subjected to racial inequality.

C.They were afraid to break the law.

D.They were too poor to afford it.

69. What is the result of no-fault divorce?

A.Divorce is easier to obtain.

B.Domestic violence is lessened.

C.It causes little pain to either side.

D.It contributes to social unrest.
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70. What does the author suggest society do?

A.Get prepared to face any new challenges.

B.Try to better the current social security net.

C.Narrow the gap between blacks and whites.

D.Improve the lives of families with problems.

Passage 5

Questions 71 to 75 are based on the following passage.

New Yorkers are gradually getting used to more pedaling(%i %= J)passengers on those
shining blue Citi Bikes. But what about local bike shops? Is Citi Bike rolling up riders at their
expense?

At Gotham Bikes in Tribeca, manager W. Ben said the shop-has seen an increase in its
overall sales due to the bike-share program." It's getting more people on the‘road; "he said. James
Ryan, an employee at Danny's Cycles in Gramercy also said Citi Bike is a good option _for people
to ease into biking in a city famed for its traffic jams and aggressive drivers." They can try out a
bike without committing to buying one," he said.

Rentals are not a big part of the business at-either Gotham.Bikes or Danny's Cycles. But for
Frank's Bike Shop, a small business on Grand St., the bike-share program has been bad news.
Owner Frank Arroyo said his rental business has decreased by 90 % since Citi Bike was rolled out
last month.

Arroyo's main rental customers are European tourists, who have since been drawn away by
Citi Bikes.

However, Ben said the bike-share is-good for bike sales at his shop." People have used the
bike-share and realized how great it'is to-bike in the city, then decide that they want something
nicer for themselves," he noted.

Christian Farrell of ‘Waterfront Bicycle Shop, on West St. just north of Christopher St., said
initially he was concerned.about bike-share, though, he admitted,” | was happy to see people on
bikes."

Farrell's early-concerns were echoed by Andrew Crooks, owner of NYC Velo, at 64 Second
Ave." It seemed like a great idea, but one that would be difficult to implement," Crooks said of
Citi Bike. He said he worried about inexperienced riders 'lack of awareness of building rules and
strong negative reaction from non-cyclists. However, he said, it's still too early to tell his business
has been impacted.

While it's possible bike-share will cause a drop in business, Crooks allowed that the idea is a
positive step forward for New York City.

71. What is the author's chief concern about the increasing use of Citi Bikes in New York?

A.How non-cyclists will respond to it.
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B.Whether local bike shops will suffer.

C.Whether local bike businesses will oppose it.

D.How the safety of bike riders can be ensured.

72. What happened to Gotham Bikes as a result of the bike-share program?
A.lt found its bike sales unaffected.

B.It shifted its business to rentals.

C.It saw its bike sales on the rise.

D.It rented more bikes to tourists.

73. Why is the bike-share program bad news for Frank's Bike Shop?
A.It cannot meet the demand of the bike-share program.

B.Its customers have been drawn away by Citi Bikes.

C.lIts bike prices have to be lowered again and again.

D.It has to compete with the city's bike rental shops.

74. Why did Andrew Crooks think that the bike-share program would be difficult to execute?
A.Inexperienced riders might break biking rules.

B.Conflicts might arise among bike rental shops.

C.Traffic conditions might worsen in the downtown area.

D.There are not enough lanes to accommodate the bikes.

75. What is the general attitude of local bike shops towards Citi Bike?
A.Wait-and-see.

B.Negative.

C.Indifferent.

D.Approving.

Passage 6

Questions 76 to 80 are based on the following passage.

Various studies have shown that increased spending on education has not led to measurable
improvements in learning. Between 1980 and 2008, staff and teachers at U.S. public schools grew
roughly twice as fast as students. Yet students showed no additional learning in achievement tests.
Universities show similar trends of increased administration personnel and costs without greater
learning, as documented in Richard Arum and Josipa Roksa's recent book Academically Adrift:
Limited Learning on College Campuses.

A survey shows that 63%of employers say that recent college graduates don't have the skills
they need to succeed and 25%of employers say that entry-level writing skills are lacking.

Some simplistically attribute the decline in our public education system to the drain of skilled

students by private schools, but far more significant events were at work.
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Public schools worked well until about the 1970s.In fact, until that time, public schools
provided far better education than private ones. It was the underperforming students who were
thrown out of public schools and went to private ones.

A prominent reason public schools did well was that many highly qualified women had few
options for world outside the house other than being teachers or nurses. They accepted relatively
low pay, difficult working conditions, and gave their very best.

Having such a large supply of talented women teachers meant that society could pay less for
their services. Women's liberation opened up new professional opportunities for women, and, over
time, some of the best left teaching as a career option, bringing about a gradual decline in the
quality of schooling.

Also around that time, regulations, government, and unions came to dictate pay, prevent
adjustments, and introduce bureaucratic(‘E £ ] )standard for-advancement. Large education
bureaucracies and unions came to dominate the landscape, confusing activity with achievement.
Bureaucrats regularly rewrite curriculums, talk nonsense about theories of education, and require
ever more administrators. The end result has been that, after all the spending, students have worse
math and reading skills than both their foreign peers and earlier.generations spending far less on
education--as all the accumulating evidence now documents.

76. What do we learn from various studies on America's public education?
A.Achievement tests have failed to-truly reflect the quality of teaching.
B.Public schools-lack the resources to compete with private schools.

C.Little improvement in education.has resulted from increased spending.
D.The number of students has increased much faster than that of teachers.

77. How do some people explain the decline in public education?
A.Government investment does not meet schools' needs.

B.Skilled students are moving to privateschools.

C.Qualified teachers'are far-from adequately paid.

D.Training of students basic skills is neglected.

78. What was a significant.contributor to the past glory of public schools?
A.Well-behaved students.

B.Efficient admirestration.

C.Talented women teachers.

D.Generous pay for teachers.

79. Why did some of the best women teachers leave teaching?

A.New career opportunities were made available to them by women's liberation.
B.Higher academic requirements made it difficult for them to stay in their jobs.

C.They were unhappy with the bureaucratic administration in their schools.

17
FRATAC IR BE: 413193827 http://jinrong.huatu.com/ B %2 R ATH 1 24 H AR 1




EEERE | £ A

SINCE 2001 HUATU.COM ‘ jinrong.huatu.com ik : 4006-01-9999

D.The heavy teaching loads left them little time and energy for family life.

80. What does the author think is one of the results of government involvement in education?
A.Increasing emphasis on theories of education.

B.Highly standardized teaching methods.

C.Students 'improved academic performance.

D.An ever-growing number of administrators.

Passage 7

Questions 81 to 85 are based on the following passage.

Children are a delight. They are our future. But sadly, hiring someone to take care of them
while you go to work is getting more expensive by the year.

Earlier this month, it was reported that the cost of enrolling.an infant or small kid at a
childcare center rose 3%in 2012, faster than the overall cost of living. There are now large strips of
the country where daycare for an infant costs more than a tenth of the average married couple's
income.

This is not necessarily a new trend, but it is a somewhat puzzling one. The price of
professional childcare has been rising since the 1980s.Yet during that time, pay for professional
childcare workers has stood still. Actually caregivers make less today, in real terms, than they did
in 1990.Considering that labor costs are responsible for up.to 80%of a daycare center's expenses,
one would expect flat wages to have meant flat prices.

So who's to blame for higher childcare costs?

Childcare is a carefully regulated industry. States lay down rules about how many children
each employee is allowed to watch over,-the space care centers need per child, and other minute
details. And the stricter the regulations, the higher the costs. If it has to hire a caregiver for every
two children, it can't really. achieve any economies of scale on labor to save money when other
expenses go up. In Massachusetts, where childcare centers must hire one teacher for every three
infants, the price of care averaged more than$16,000 per year. In Mississippi, where centers must
hire one teacher for every five infants, the price of care averaged less than$5,000.

Unfortunately,” | don't have all the daycare-center regulations handy. But | wouldn't be
surprised if asthe rules have become more elaborate, prices have risen. The trade off(%2 #)might
be worth it in some cases; after all, the health and safety of children should probably come before
cheap service. But certainly, it doesn't seem to be an accident that some of the cheapest daycare
available is in the least regulated South.

81. What problem do parents of small kids have to face?
A.The ever-rising childcare prices.
B.The budgeting of family expenses.

C.The balance between work and family.
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D.The selection of a good daycare center.

82. What does the author feel puzzled about?

A.Why the prices of childcare vary greatly from state to state.

B.Why increased childcare prices have not led to better service.

C.Why childcare workers' pay has not increased with the rising childcare costs.
D.Why there is a severe shortage of childcare professionals in a number of states.
83. What prevents childcare centers from saving money?

A.Steady increase in labor costs.

B.Strict government regulations.

C.Lack of support from the state.

D.High administrative expenses.

84. Why is the average cost of childcare in Mississippi much lower than‘in Massachusetts?
A.The overall quality of service is not as good.

B.Payments for caregivers there are not as high.

C.Living expenses there are comparatively low.

D.Each teacher is allowed to care for more kids.

85. What is the author's view on daycare service?

A.Caregivers should receive regular professional training.

B.Less elaborate rules about childcare might lower casts.

C.Itis crucial to strike a balance between quality.and costs.

D.It is better for different states to.learn from each other.

Passage 8

Questions 86 to 90 are based on the following passage.

Alex Pang's amusing.new book The Distraction Addiction addresses those of us who feel
panic without a cellphone or.computer. /And that, he claims, is pretty much all of us. When we're
not online, where we spend four months annually, we're engaged in the stressful work of trying to
get online.

The Distraction Addiction is not framed as a self-help book. It's a thoughtful examination of
the dangers of ‘our computing overdose and a historical overview of how technological advances
change consciousness. A professional futurist”, Pang urges an approach which he calls"
contemplative(T 2L f))computing.” He asks that you pay full attention to how your mind and
body interact with computers and how your attention and creativity are influenced by technology."

Pang's first job is to free you from the common misconception that doing two things at once
allows you to get more done. What is commonly called multitasking is, in fact, switch-tasking,

and its harmful effects on productivity are well documented. Pang doesn't advocate returning to a
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Internet world. Instead, he asks you to take a more ecological(4:#5#J)view of your relationships
with technologies and

Look for ways devices or media may be making specific tasks easier or faster but at the same
time making your work and life harder."

The Distraction Addiction is particularly fascinating on how technologies have changed
certain fields of labor-often for the worse. For architects, computer-aided design has become
essential but in some ways has cheapened the design process. As one architect puts it. Architecture
is first and foremost about thinking and drawing is a more productive way of thinking than
computer-aided design.

Somewhat less amusing are Pang's solutions for kicking the Internet habit. He recommends
the usual behavior-modification approaches, familiar to anyone who has completed a not smoking
program. Keep logs to study your online profile and decide whatyou can knock-out, download a
program like Freedom that locks you out of your browser, or take a digital Sabbath(‘zz/5 H):
"Unless you're a reporter or Emergency-department doctor, you'll discover that your world doesn't
fall apart when you go offline."

86. Alex Pang's new book is aimed for readers who
A.find their work online too stressful

B.go online mainly for entertainment

C.are fearful about using the cellphone or computer

D.can hardly tear themselves away from the Internet

87. What does Alex Pang try to do.in his.new book?
A.Offer advice on how to use the Internet.effectively.
B.Warn people of the possible dangers of-Internet use.
C.Predict the trend-of future technological development.
D.Examine the influence of technology.on the human mind.
88. What is the common view on multitasking?

A.It enables people to work more effectively.

B.It is in'a way quite similar to switch-tasking.

C.It makes people's work and life even harder.

D.It distracts people's attention from useful work.

89. What does the author think of computer-aided design?
A.lt considerably cuts down the cost of building design.
B.It somewhat restrains architects' productive thinking.
C.Itis indispensable in architects 'work process.

D.It can free architects from laborious drawing.

90. What is Alex Pang's recommendation for Internet users?
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A.They use the Internet as little as possible.

B.They keep a record of their computer use time.

C.They exercise self-control over their time online.
D.They entertain themselves online on off-days only.
Passage 9

Questions 91 to 95 are based on the following passage.

When young women were found to make only 82 percent of what their male peers do just
one year out of college, many were at a loss to explain it.

All the traditional reasons put forward to interpret the pay gap--that women fall behind when
they leave the workforce to raise kids, for example, or that they don't'seek as'many management
roles failed to justify this one. These young women didn't have kids-yet. And because they were
just one year removed from their undergraduate degrees, few of these women yet had the chance
to go after leadership roles.

But there are other reasons why the pay gap remains so persistent. The first is that no matter
how many women may be getting college degrees, the university experience is still'an unequal one.
The second is that our higher education system 'is. not designed to focus on the economic
consequences of our students' years on campus.

Now that women are the majority of college students.and surpass men in both the number of
undergraduate and advanced degrees awarded, one might think the college campus m a pretty
equal place. It is not. Studies show that while girls do better than boys in high school, they start to
trail off during their college years. They.enroll in different kinds of classes, tend to major in less
rigorous (E %) subjects, and generally head off withless ambitious plans.

As a result, it's not surprising that even the best educated young women enter the workplace
with as light disadvantage. Their college“experience leaves them somewhat confused, still
stumbling(%f2l) over the dilemmas their grandmothers' generation sought to destroy. Are they
supposed to be pretty or smart? Strong or sexy (P£/2[#7)? All their lives, today's young women
have been pushed to embrace both perfection and passion to pursue science and sports, math and
theater--and do it all as well as they possibly can No wonder they are not negotiating for higher
salaries as soon as they get out of school. They are too exhausted, and too scared of failing.

91. Traditionally, it is believed that women earn less than men because
A they have failed to take as many rigorous courses

B.they do not feel as fit for management roles

C.they feel .obliged to take care of their kids at home

D.they do not exhibit the needed leadership qualifies

92. What does the author say about America's higher education system?

A1t does not offer specific career counseling to women.
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B.It does not consider its economic impact on graduates.

C.It does not take care. of women students' special needs.

D.It does not encourage women to take rigorous subjects.

93. What does the author say about, today's college experience?
A.lt is different for male and female students.

B.It is not the same. as that of earlier generations.

C.It is more exhausting than most women expect.

D.It is not so satisfying to many American students.

94. What does the author say about women students in college?
A.They have no idea how to bring out their best.

B.They drop a course when they find it too rigorous.

C.They are not as practical as men in choosing courses.

D.They don't perform as well as they did in high school.

95. How does the author explain the pay gap between men and women fresh from college?
A.Women are too worn out to be ambitious.

B.Women are not ready to take management roles.

C.Women are caught between career and family.

D.Women are not good at negotiating Salaries.

Passage 10

Questions 96 to 100 are based on the following passage.

Reading leadership literature, you'd.sometimes think that everyone has the potential to be an
effective leader.

| don't believe that to be true. In'fact,l'see way fewer truly effective leaders than | see people
stuck in positions.of leadership who are sadly incompetent and seriously misguided about their
own abilities.

Part of the reason this -happens is a lack of honest self-assessment by those who aspire to (i&
>R ) leadership in the first place. We've all met the type of Individual who simply must take charge.
Whether it's a decision-making session, a basketball game, or a family outing, they can't help
grabbing the lead dog position and clinging on to it for dear life. They believe they're natural born
leaders.

Truth is, they're nothing of the sort. True leaders don't assume that it's their divine (#2%1)
right to take charge every time two or more people get together. Quite the opposite. A great leader
will assess each situation on its merits, and will only take charge when their position, the situation,
and/or the needs of the moment demand it.

Many business executives confuse leadership with action. They believe that constant motion

somehow generates leadership as a byproduct. Faced with any situation that can't be solved by the
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sheer force of activity, they generate a dust cloud of impatience. Their one leadership tool is
volume: if they think you aren't working as hard as they think you should, their demands become
increasingly louder and harsher.

True leaders understand the value of action, of course, but it isn't their only tool. In fact, it
isn't even their primary tool. Great leaders see more than everyone else: answers, solutions,
patterns, problems, opportunities. They know it's vitally important to do, but they also know that
thinking, understanding, reflection and interpretation are equally important.

If you're too concerned with outcomes to the extent that you manipulate and intimidate others
to achieve those outcomes, then you aren't leading at all, you're dictating. A true leader is someone
who develops his or her team so that they can and do hit their targets and achieve their goals.

96. What does the author think of the leaders he knows?

A.Many of them are used to taldng charge.

B.Few of them are equal to their positions.

C.Many of them fail to fully develop their potential.

D.Few of them are familiar with leadership literature.

97. Why are some people eager to grab leadership positions?
A.They believe they have the natural gift to lead.

B.They believe in what leadership literature says.

C.They have proved competent in many situations.

D.They derive great satisfaction from being leaders.

98. What Characterizes a great leader according to the author?
A.Being able to take prompt action when.chances present themselves.
B.Having a whole heart dedication to their-divine‘responsibilities.
C.Having a full understanding of their own merits and weaknesses.
D.Being-able to assess the situation carefully, before taking charge.
99. How will many:business executives respond when their command fails to generate action?
A.They reassess the situation at hand.

B.They become impatientand rude.

C.They resort.to any tool available.

D.They blame their team members.

100. What is the author's advice to leaders?

A.Concentrate on one specific task at a time.

B.Use different tools to achieve different goals.

C.Build up a strong mare to achieve their goals.

D.Show determination when faced with tough tasks.
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